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(54) Moving image coder. 

(57) A moving image coder has a forward predict- 
ing motion vector/prediction error amount de- 
tecting section (101) for detecting an optimum 
motion vector from a past frame, making a 
predicted image and calculating a prediction 
error amount from the present frame. The coder 
also has a backward-predicting motion vec- 
tor/prediction error amount detecting section 
(102) for detecting an optimum motion vector 
from a future frame, making a predicted image 
and calculating a prediction error amount from 
the present frame. The coder further has a 
comparator/mode selecting section (104) for 
inputting the prediction error amounts from the 
forward predicting motion vector/prediction er- 
ror amount detecting section (101) and the 
backward-predicting motion vector/prediction 
error amount detecting section (102), making a 
comparative calculation of the input prediction 
error amounts, and selecting one of a forward 
prediction mode, a backward- prediction mode 
and a bidirectional prediction mode. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a digital image processor. More particularly, the present invention relates 
to a moving image coder for coding image data with high efficiency. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

In a general coding method, a digital moving image is divided into small blocks and a P« di ^nmode is 
selected every image block. After an orthogonal transform of the moving .mage .s performed w,th respect to 
a proton ZZ the moving image is adapuvely quantized. For example, this coding .method* pmr-ed ,n 
a coding system between MPEG2 frames by Hiroshi Watanabe in ITEJ Techmcal Report Vol. 16, No. 61 , P 37- 

49 IPS * 92 73 (Oct. 1992) 

As shown in Fig. 11, amoving image canbe considered as a series of frames continuous in a time direction 
Sinci thesTf rames are continuous in the time direction, an arbitrary frame has a high co^at^mspect 
To a frame adjacent to this arbitrary frame, .mage data can be effectively compressed by us.ng pn3d,cton cod- 
in^betweenthefram^ 

° f 1 A P-f rame is aTrame predicted in a forward direction. The .-frame or the P-f rame is used as a past frame, 
.n this case, the forward prediction shows a frame prediction mode for making a ^^ 1mmtt ^^ 
A B-f rame « a frame capable of selecting one prediction from three kinds of pred.cuons composed of the for^ 
ward prediction, a backward prediction and a bidirectional prediction. Here, the backward predion , showsa 
Trame prediction mode for making a prediction from a future frame. The bidirechona. pred.Oon shows a frame 
prediction mode using interpolation from both the past and future. 

The .-frame or the P-f rame is used as the past or future frame. In a method for select.ng the I or P frame 
the I or P frame is selected such that the I or P frame has a minimum error amount among an error ^nourt oI 
the forward prediction, an enor amount of the backward prediction and an error amount of the t^™* 
prediction. In this case, the prediction error is set to an error in prediction with respect o an .nterpolated ,mage 

made by an average of two frames of the past and future frames or made by interpolate 

Fig 9 is a b.J diagram showing one construction^ example of a genera, coder, .n F,g 9, a f~„y 
901 stores an input image. The frame memory 901 can store a plurality of frames to calculate a mot on vector. 
An orthogonal transform section 902 converts a divisional image d^ided into image blocks to data suitable 
Tor coding by a two-dimensional orthogonal transform every image block. A quanhzer 903 quanhzes the con- 
as lerted dato in accordance with a suitable quantizing step size. A variably .length "^"^^ 
quantized value at a variable length in accordance with a predeterm.ned code table and outputs the coded 

""I Z£5Z22£ZZ smooths data from the var»b,e length coding section 904 tc .output these 
data at a constant rate. An inverse quantizer 906 inversely quantizes an output of the quanhzer 903. An ,nve se 
40 orthogona. transform section 907 performs an inverse orthogonal transform with respetf to ^J^J^ 
inverse quantizer 906. Each of frame memories 908 and 909 stores an ,mage requ.red for each of forward and 

'^motio^Tnsation section 910 makes a motion compensation prediction in a J^J*^ 
backward direction or a bidirection by usingamotionvectorasanoutputofamot.on vector ^ e c ton/pred on 
moSudging section 911 described later and a selected prediction mode. A mot.on vector detecbon/pred ebon 
mfde judging section 911 detects an image movement from the image stored to the frame ^^01 and 
selects an optimum prediction mode from three kinds of predictions composed of the forward drect.onal. tock- 
^ ^ direcuona. and bidirectional predictions with respect to each of the image biocks. An , mtr^nter judgmg 
section 912 determines whether each of the image blocks is coded within a frame or « coded betweenframes 
The image of the frame memory 901 is divided into image blocks, and a difference between . , d^ona 
image and a predicted image from the motion compensation section 910 is calculated. A^^drftan^ 
value is orthogonally transformed by the orthogonal transform section 902 a " d Q ^ ua "^ 
903 The quantized value isfurther coded by the variable length coding sect,on904 and ,s output to tne«^9 
buffer 905. An output of the quantizer 903 is added to the predicted image from the ™ ton ^* n !*2^ 
55 tion 910 through the inverse quantizer 906 and the inverse orthogonal transform sect.on ^. and^stored to 
each of the frame memories 908 and 909. An image from each of the frame memones 908 and 909 .s used 
as data of a subsequeTpredicted image in accordance with outputs of the motion vector detectK>n/pred,ct,on 
mode judging section 911 and the intra/inter judging section 912. 
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Fig. 10 shows the motion vector detect ion/predict ion mode judging section 911 in detail. A forward pre- 
dicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section 001 calculates prediction error amounts of past 
and present frames in the forward prediction, and finds a vector providing a minimum prediction error amount. 
A backward predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section 002 calculates prediction error 
5 amounts of future and present frames in the backward prediction, and finds a vector providing a minimum pre- 
diction error amount. A bidirectional prediction error amount detecting section 003 makes an interpolated image 
predicted in the bidirection by using the forward and backward directional motion vectors calculated by the 
detecting sections 001 and 002. The bidirectional prediction error amount detecting section 003 then calculates 
a prediction error amount with respect to the present frame. A comparator/mode selecting section 004 corn- 
to pares the error amounts of the forward prediction, the backward prediction and the bidirectional prediction with 
each other and calculates a minimum error amount value. The comparator/mode selecting section 004 then 
selects each of a forward prediction mode, a backward prediction mode and a bidirectional prediction mode. 

Here, the motion vector shows a motion amount provided when the prediction error amount is minimized 
by matching the present and predicted frames every image block within a search region predetermined with 
15 respect to each of the image blocks. For example, when a distance between the present and predicted f rames 
is set to n, the search region can be formed by ± 16n in horizontal and vertical directions. In the following de- 
scription, B(i, j) shows a present block and PB(i, j) shows a predicted block. Here, i and j respectively show 
block positions in the horizontal and vertical directions, (mx, my) shows a motion vector. In this case, a pre- 
diction error PE is represented by the following formula (1). 

*' 20' 

xsi2e ysize 

= £ £ (B{i.j)-PB(±+mx, j+my) )* 

25 

In this formula, xsize and ysize respectively show block sizes in the horizontal and vertical directions. 
Instead of this formula, the following formula (2) may be used. 

30 xsize ysize 

PE = ]P 53 \B(i.j)-PB{i+mx,j+my)\ 

Thus, moving image data are compressed by using a motion vector having a best compression efficiency. 

35 In the general motion vector detection/prediction mode judging section shown in Fig. 10, it is necessary 

to calculate the forward prediction error amount with respect to the P-frame and calculate the forward predic- 
tion error amount, the backward prediction error amount and the bidirectional prediction error amount with re- 
spect to the B-frame. The forward prediction error amount of the P-frame and the forward prediction error 
amount and the backward prediction error amount of the B-frame are already calculated by the motion vector 

'40 • prediction error amount detecting sections 001 and 002 when an optimum motion vector is calculated. How- 
ever, the bidirectional prediction error amount must be calculated by separately arranging the bidirectional pre- 
diction error amount detecting section 003 so that new hardware is required for this calculation. 

Namely, the bidirectional prediction error amount detecting section 003 makes a forward directional pre- 
dicted image block from a forward predicting vector and makes a backward directional predicted image block 

45 from a backward predicting vector. The bidirectional prediction error amount detecting section 003 then syn- 
thesizes a bidirectional predicted image block by averaging or interpolating both the forward directional pre- 
dicted image block and the backward directional predicted image block. Further, it is necessary to calculate a 
prediction error amount between this bidirectional predicted image block and an original image block, and set 
this calculated prediction error amount to a bidirectional prediction error amount. The bidirectional prediction 

so error amount detecting section 003 makes a calculation by using results of the motion vector/prediction error 
amount detecting sections 001 and 002. Therefore, there is a restriction in which no calculation of the bidirec- 
tional prediction error amount detecting section 003 can be made in parallel with calculations of the motion 
vector/prediction error amount detecting sections 001 and 002. 

55 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide a moving image coder in which a prediction 
mode is estimated by using only forward and backward prediction error amounts without calculating a bidir- 

3 



BNSOOCID: <EP_^_0658057A2_I_> 



EP 0 658 057 A2 



25 



30 



ectional prediction error amount. Namely, the object of the present invention is to provide a moving ,mage coder 
£^t5j!SSSi-i predict™ error amount detecting section for calculating a prediction error amount 
of an interpolated image to make the coder compact. s„ whirfi each of frames 

To achieve the above object, the present invention resides in a moving image coder in which each of frames 
in a mo^nglnig seqLnce'is divided into frame btocks and a data amount of the ^"^^Z^ 
by selecting one of a forward prediction mode, a backward prediction mode and a bid.rechonal prediction mode 
by using a motion vector every frame block; 

afo^w" 

motion vS^mTpastLme. making a predicted image and calculating a prediction error amount from the 

PreSen lbaci^ard predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting i^?*^™!^ 
motion vector from a future frame, making a predicted image and calcu.ating a pred.cbon error amount from 

^m^mode se.ecf.ng section for inputting the prediction enor amounts from said forward pre- 
dicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section and said backward I predichng mrt^nvec- 
error amount detecting section, making a comparative ca.cu.ation of he , input ^ J£ 
amounts, and selecting one of said forward prediction mode, said backward prediction mode and said Mr 

"^amT^aTevfthe above objec, the moving image coder in the present invention has means for se- 
.ecting Ta?h 'of tne above three f rame 'prediction modes on the basis of only theforward pred,ct,on error amount 

and H~ v rttwSn reward prediction error amount and the backward prediction enor 
amoCn? a X of these prediction error amounts, or a combination of the differential value and lh,s rabomay 
oe used fn a method for selecting a prediction mode on the basis of only the forward pred.ct.on error amount 
andTe baZard prediction error amount. In this case, a processing time and a hardware scale of the moving 
fmage code/can be reduced while an equivalent image quaiity can be visuaHy obta.ned ,n companson w,th a 

^SZSSSZn** selecting means can be used in field predicting coding J 
frames into odd and even fields instead of the frame prediction mode. There « a method for seMng ^ 
o'w^d d rectional. backward directional and bidirectiona. predictions after a frame or ft. d predion is se- 
ected t f Lf ie.d adapts coding in which the frame prediction mode and the field pred.ct.on mode are conv 

nreoicnon after one of forward directional, backward directional and bidirectiona. predictions is se ectecL In 
^chTtnese two selecting methods, an equivalent image quality can be visually obtained effectively ,n com- 
parison with a ^Lin 9 method wile a processing time and a hardware sca.e of the mov.ng .mage 

^ThTeteTwo methods for selecting the frame and field predictions. In a first 
f rame/f tetd prediction mode is selected in a prediction system for providing a min.mum P r f <* on !™ r 
an^ng a forward frame prediction enor amount, a forward field prediction error amount, a backward 1 ^ 
nnldSon eL amount and a backward field prediction error amount. In a second selecting method, a 
frTme^^ 

a sum of the To ward f ra me prediction error amount and the backward frame predichon error amount with a 
sum of The forward field predtetton enor amount and the backward field prediction error amount 

in the mo^nTimage coder of the present invention, no bidirectional prediction error .mage is really 9 e »- 
eratld Eaci "Hh forward predictJmode. the backward prediction mode and ^^^^ 
Lde is judged from a different^, va.ue between theforward prediction ^ .nor 

diction error amount, a ratio of these prediction error amounts, or a combination of the d.fferential valueana 
fhS ratten one of the forward prediction error amount and the backward prediction error amount . much 

50 grnaTer maTthe other in this mode judgment, it is considered that the prediction 

respect to the smaller prediction error amount Accordingly, one pred.ct.on mode providing the > srnaHer precnc 
bonder amount is selected. In contrast to this, when both the prediction enor « "J*^"^ 

equal to each other, the moving image coder is operated such that ^J*™^^^ 
and future is selected. Accordingly, an optimum prediction mode can be selected from the forward d.rectiona 

55 backward directional and bidirectional predictions. fo ll ow ina description 

Further objects and advantages of the present invent.cn will be apparent from the following Rescript 
of the preferred embodiments of the present invention as illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing one constructional example of a motion vector/prediction mode judging 
section in the moving image coder of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a flow chart showing the operation of a comparator/mode selecting section in the moving image 
coder of the present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a flow chart showing another operation of the comparatorymode selecting section in the moving 
image coder of the present invention; 

Fig. 4 is a flow chart showing another operation of the comparator/mode selecting section in the moving 
image coder of the present invention; 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing one constructional example of the movement vector/prediction mode 
judging section in the case of a frame/field adaptive prediction in the moving image coder of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 6 is a flow chart showing a first example of the operation of the comparator/mode selecting section 
in the moving image coder of the present invention; 

Fig. 7 is a flow chart showing a second example of the operation of the comparator/mode selecting section 
in the moving image coder of the present invention; 

Fig. 8 is a flow chart showing another operation of the comparator/mode selecting section in the moving 
image coder of the present invention; 

Fig. 9 is a block diagram showing one constructional example of each of a general moving image coder 
and a moving image coder of the present invention; 

Fig. 10 is a block diagram showing one constructional example of a motion vector/prediction mode judging 
section in the general moving image coder, and 
Fig. 11 is a view for explaining a moving image sequence. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The preferred embodiments of a moving image coder in the present invention will next be described in 
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
30 The differences between the present invention and the above-mentioned general technique of a moving 

image coder are a motion vector detection/prediction mode judging section 911 shown in Fig. 9. Amotion vector 
detection/prediction mode judging section in the present invention is shown in Fig. 1. 

In Fig. 1, a forward predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section 101 calculates pre- 
diction error amounts of past and present frames in a forward prediction, and finds a vector providing a mini- 
35 mum prediction error amount A backward predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section 
102 calculates prediction error amounts of future and present frames in a backward prediction, and finds a 
vector providing a minimum prediction error amount. A comparator/mode selecting section 104 compares the 
forward prediction error amount and the backward prediction error amount with each other, and selects an op- 
timum prediction mode from the forward prediction, the backward prediction and a bidirectional prediction. 
40 In this embodiment, it is not necessary to arrange the bidirectional prediction error amount detecting sec- 

tion 003 required in the general example of the moving image coder shown in Fig. 10. Accordingly, the com- 
parator/mode selecting section 104 instead of this bidirectional prediction error amount detecting section 003 
selects each of a forward prediction mode, a backward prediction mode and a bidirectional prediction mode 
from the forward prediction error amount and the backward prediction error amount. 
45 Fig. 2 is a flow chart showing an operation of the comparator/mode selecting section 104. First, minimum 

values of the forward prediction error amount of the detecting section 101 and the backward prediction error 
amount of the detecting section 1 02 shown in Fig. 1 are calculated. As shown in Fig. 2, a difference D between 
the forward prediction error amount and the backward prediction error amount, 
D = forward prediction error amount - backward prediction error amount 
50 js then calculated. If this differential value D satisfies the following inequality condition 
D<TS1 

with respect to a predetermined threshold value TS1 , the forward prediction is selected. If this differential value 
D satisfies the following inequality condition 
D > TS2 

55 with respect to a predetermined threshold value TS2, the backward prediction is selected. If this differential 
value D satisfies the following condition 
TS1 ^ D ^ TS2 

with respect to the predetermined threshold values TS1 and TS2, the bidirectional prediction is selected. 
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There is another selecting method shown in Fig. 3. In this selecting method, a ratio R of the forward pre- 
diction error amount to the backward prediction error amount 

R = forward prediction error amount/backward prediction error amount 
is calculated, If this ratio R satisfies the following Inequality condition 

with reTp^J tea predetermined threshold value TR1, the forward prediction is selected. If this ratio R satisfies 
the following inequality condition 
R > TR2 

with respect to a predetermined threshold value TR2, the backward prediction is selected. If this ratio R satisf ies 
10 the following condition 

TR1 = R = TR2 .... . . A 

with respect to the predetermined threshold values TR1 and TR2, the bidirectional prediction is selected. 

Further there is another selecting method using both the above differential value and the above ratio as 
shown in Fig. 4. In this selecting method, if D < TS1 and R < TR1 are satisfied the forward prediction ,* se^ 
is lected. If D > TS2 and R > TR2 are satisfied, the backward prediction is selected. If TS1 _ D = T5Z or i ki = 
R == TR2 is satisfied, the bidirectional prediction is selected. 

The threshold values TS1 . TS2, TR1 and TR2 are determined on the basis of experiments or experiences. 
In one example, it is possible to selectively set TS1 = -1000± 100. TS2 = 1000± 100. TR1 = 0. 7± 0.05 and 
TR2 = 1 3± 0 05 The above contents are applied to a case using only a frame prediction, but can be similarly 
20 applied to a case using only a field prediction. A preferable image quality can be visually obta.ned by using 
the above threshold values. 

A case adaptively using the frame prediction and the field prediction will next be described. 
In this case, there are six kinds of prediction modes of a forward frame, a forward field, a backward frame, 
a backward field, a bidirectional frame and a bidirectional field. Therefore, the forward predicting motion vec- 
25 • tor/prediction error amount detecting section 101 and the backward predicting motion vector/prediction error 
amount detecting section 102 shown in Fig. 1 must make calculations in two kinds of prediction modes com- 
posed of frame and field modes. Accordingly, calculating amounts of the forward predicting motion vector/pre- 
diction error amount detecting section 101 and the backward predicting motion vector/prediction enor amount 
detecting section 102 are doubled in comparison with a case of only the frame mode or only the field I mode. 

Fiq 5 shows a motion vector detection/prediction mode judging section in the case of a frame/field adap- 
tive prediction. An odd/even field separating section 501 separates a frame into odd and even f .elds. Aforward 
frame predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section 502 calculates a motion vector and 
a prediction error amount in a forward frame prediction. A backward frame predicting motion vector/prediction 
error amount detecting section 503 calculates a motion vector and a prediction error amount m a backward 
frame prediction. A backward field predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecung secUon 504 cal- 
culates a motion vector and a prediction error amount in a backward field prediction. Aforward field predicting 
motion vectoryprediction error amount detecting section 505 calculates a motion vector and a prediction error 
amount in a forward f ield prediction. 

Here the field prediction error amount is set to a sum of odd and even field prediction error amounts wrth 
40 respect to the same block as an object Mock of the frame prediction. A comparator/mode selecting sectior ,506 
compares four prediction error amounts of the forward frame, the forward field, the backward frame and the 
backward field with each other, and then determines a prediction mode. 

The next description relates to a method for selecting an optimum prediction mode from six kinds of pre- 
diction modes including bidirectional prediction modes from the above four kinds of prediction em* 
Fig. 6 shows a mode selecting method in the case of the f rameAf ield adaptive prediction. A forward frame pre- 
diction error amount from the detecting section 502. a forward field prediction error ^lliTJ^t^Z 
section 505. a backward frame prediction error amount from the detecting section 503 and a backward field 
prediction error amount from the detecting section 504 shown in Fig. 5 are used to compare a sum ol the i for- 
ward frame prediction error amount and the backward frame prediction error amount with a sum of the forward 
field prediction error amount and the backward field prediction error amount Thus, a prediction mode P«>^mg 
a smaller sum is selected. For example, if the sum of the frame prediction error amounts « smaller ^J*™™ 
mode is selected. In contrast to this, if the sum of the field prediction error amounts is smaller, the f«W"«de 
is selected If the frame or field mode is selected, processings of the flow charts shown in Figs. 2 to 4 are per- 
formed by using the frame or field prediction error amounts with respect to each of the prediction error amounts 
55 There is another selecting method in which no sum in each of the frame and field modes is used in J"°anien l 

of the frame and field modes shown in Fig. 6. This selecting method is shown in Fig. 7. In Fig. 7 a 1™™"™° 
mode providing a minimum prediction error amount is selected from a forward frame, a forward field, a bacK- 
ward frame and a backward field. 

6 
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In a selecting method shown in Fig. 8, one of a forward prediction mode, a backward prediction mode and 
a bidirectional prediction mode is first selected. Each of frame and field modes is selected with respect to the 
selected prediction mode. Each of the forward prediction mode, the backward prediction mode and the bidir- 
ectional prediction mode is selected in accordance with the flow charts of Figs. 2 to 4 by using the forward 

5 frame prediction error amount from the detecting section 502, the forward field prediction error amount from 
the detecting section 505, the backward frame prediction error amount from the detecting section 503 and the 
backward field prediction error amount from the detecting section 504 shown in Fig. 5. 

At this time, a sum of the forward frame prediction error amount and the forward field prediction error 
amount is used as the forward prediction error amount. A sum of the backward frame prediction error amount 

10 and the backward field prediction error amount is used as the backward prediction error amount. In a selected 
prediction mode, the frame prediction error amount and the field prediction error amount are compared with 
each other, and a prediction mode providing a smaller prediction error amount is selected. In a bidirectional 
case, a sum of the forward frame prediction error amount and the backward frame prediction error amount is 
set to the frame prediction error amount Further, a sum of the forward field prediction error amount and the 

is backward field prediction error amount is set to the field prediction error amount. 

Each of the forward directional, backward directional and bidirectional prediction modes can be selected 
by the above-mentioned selecting method without arranging a bidirectional prediction error amount detecting 
section within the moving image coder. 

The moving image coder of the present invention constructed above has the following effects. 

20 When each of f rames is divided into f rame blocks and an optimum prediction mode is selected from forward 

directional, backward directional and bidirectional prediction modes every frame block, only forward and back- 
ward prediction error amounts are used without calculating a bidirectional prediction error amount. Therefore, 
no circuit for calculating the bidirectional prediction error amount is required so that a circuit scale of the moving 
image coder can be reduced. Further, since no bidirectional prediction error amount is calculated, a time re- 

25 quired for processings can be reduced. 

The optimum prediction mode can be selected more accurately by using a differential value between the 
forward prediction error amount and the backward prediction error amount, a ratio of these prediction error 
amounts, or a combination of the differential value and this ratio. Further, the above effects can be also ob- 
tained with respect to each of field prediction coding and frame/field adaptive prediction coding. 

30 In the frame/field predicting coding, selection of each of the forward directional, backward directional and 

bidirectional prediction modes is separated from the selection of each of a frame and a field. Accordingly, the 
above selecting methods can be used in the selection of each of the forward directional, backward directional 
and bidirectional prediction modes. 

Many widely different embodiments of the present invention may be constructed without departing from 

35 the spirit and scope of the present invention. It should be understood that the present invention is not limited 
to the specific embodiments described in the specification, except as defined in the appended claims. 



Claims 

40 

1. A moving image coder in which each of frames in a moving image sequence is divided into frame blocks 
and a data amount of the moving image is compressed by selecting one of a forward prediction mode, a 
backward- prediction mode and a bidirectional prediction mode by using a motion vector every frame 
block, characterized in that said moving image coder comprises: 

45 a forward predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (101) for detecting an 

optimum motion vector from a past frame, making a predicted image and calculating a prediction error 
amount from the present frame; 

a backward-predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (102) for detecting 
an optimum motion vector from a future frame, making a predicted image and calculating a prediction 

50 error amount from the present frame; and 

a comparator/mode selecting section (1 04) for inputting the prediction error amounts from said for- 
ward predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (101) and said backward- predict- 
ing motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (102), making a comparative calculation of 
the input prediction error amounts, and selecting one of said forward prediction mode, said backward- 

55 prediction mode and said bidirectional prediction mode. 

2. A moving image coder as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the prediction error amounts from the forward pre- 
dicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (101) and the backward-predicting motion 
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vector/prediction error amount detecting section (102) are compared with each other in the comparator/mode 
selecting section (104) by a differential value between these prediction error amounts. 

3 Amoving image coder as claimed in claim 1, wherein the prediction error amounts from the forward pre- 
" dictingmotionvertor/p^^ 

tor/prediction error amount detecting section (102) are compared with each other in the comparator/mode se- 
lecting section (104) by a ratio of these prediction error amounts. 

4 Amoving image coder as claimed in claim 1, wherein the prediction error amounts from the forward pre- 
* dieting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (101) and the backward-predicting motion 

vector/prediction error amount detecting section (102) are compared with each other in the comparator/mode 
selecting section (104) by combining a differential value between these prediction error amounts wrth a ratio 
of these prediction error amounts. 
5. A moving image coder as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the moving image coder further 

C ° mPr 'aTodd/even field separating section (501) for separating odd and even fields from each other; 

a forward field predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (505) for detect- 
ing a forward field predicting motion vector and a prediction error amount every each of the separated 

odd and even fields; ,c ni i\(„A> 
20 a backward field predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (504) for de- 

tecting a backward field predicting motion vector and a prediction error amount; and 
a comparator/mode selecting section (506). 
6 Amovingimagecoderasclaimedinanyoneof claims 1 to4, wherein the/novinginnage coder is arranged 
» ' in a frame/field adaptive predicted moving image coder having six kinds of prediction modes obtained by 
combining three prediction modes composed of said forward prediction mode, said backward-pred.c on 
mode and said bidirectional prediction mode with two prediction modes composed of a frame pred.ct.on 
mode and a field prediction mode; 

the frame/field adaptive predicted moving image coder comprises: 
30 said forward frame predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (502) ; 

said backward frame predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detect.ng section (503) ; 
said odd/even field separating section (501) ;said forward field predicting motion vector/pred.ct.on 

error amount detecting section (505) ; ,*nA\ ■ ant \ 

said backward field predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detect.ng section (504) . and 

as said comparator/mode selecting section (506), and 

this comparator/mode selecting section (506) determines selection of any one of the forward pre- 
diction mode, the backward-prediction mode and the bidirectional prediction mode after the frame pre- 
diction mode or the field prediction mode is determined in use. 

40 7 . A moving image coder as claimed in claim 6, wherein each of the frame prediction mode and the field 
prediction mode in the comparator/mode seating section (506) is selectively set to a f rame/f ,eld ^mode 
in a prediction system for providing a minimum prediction error amount among a forward frame prediction 
error amount, a forward field prediction error amount, a backward frame prediction error amount and a 
backward field prediction error amount; ..... . .m^mm:™ 

45 the forward field prediction error amount is set to a sum of a forward directional odd field predion 

error amount and a forward directional even field prediction error amount with respect to the same block 
as an object block of said forward frame prediction; and 

the backward field prediction error amount is set to a sum of a backward d.rect.onal odd fjeW I pre- 
diction error amount and a backward directional even field prediction error amount wrth respect to the 

50 same block as an object block of said backward frame prediction. 

8. A moving image coder as claimed in claim 6, wherein a sum of said forward frame prediction enor amount 
and said backward frame prediction error amount is compared with a sum of sa.d forward *recUana^dd 
field prediction error amount, said forward directional even field prediction error amount, said backward 
55 directional odd field prediction error amount and said backward directional even f .eld prediction error 

^""^chof the frame prediction mode and the field prediction mode in the comparator/mode selecting 
section (506) is selectively set to a frame/field mode in a prediction system for providing a smaDer pre- 
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diction error amount among said two sums. 

9. A moving image coder as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the moving image coder is arranged 
in a frame/field adaptive predicted moving image coder having six kinds of prediction modes obtained by 
5 combining three prediction modes composed of said forward prediction mode, said backward- prediction 

mode and said bidirectional prediction mode with two prediction modes composed of a frame prediction 
mode and a field prediction mode; 

the frame/field adaptive predicted moving image coder comprises: 

said forward frame predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (502) ; 
10 said backward frame predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (503) ; 

said odd/even field separating section (501) ; 

said forward field predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (505) ; 
said backward field predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section (504) ; and 
said comparator/mode selecting section (506) F and 
15 a sum of said forward frame prediction error amount, said forward directional odd field prediction 

error amount and said forward directional even field prediction error amount, and a sum of said backward 
frame prediction error amount, said backward directional odd field prediction error amount and said back- 
•ward directional even field prediction error amount are input to said comparator/mode selecting section 
(506) ; and 

20 selection of the frame prediction mode or the field prediction mode is determined by selecting a 

smaller one of said frame prediction error amount and the field prediction error amount as a sum of said 
odd field prediction error amount and said even field prediction error amount after one of the forward pre- 
diction mode, the backward- predict ion mode and the bidirectional prediction mode is determined in use. 
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(57) A moving image coder has a forward predicting 
motion vector/prediction error amount detecting section 
(101) for detecting an optimum motion vector from a 
past frame, making a predicted image and calculating a 
prediction error amount from the present frame. The 
coder also has a backward-predicting motion vec- 
tor/prediction error amount detecting section (102) for 
detecting an optimum motion vector from a future Irame, 
making a predicted image and calculating a prediction 



error amount from the present frame. The coder further 
has a comparator/mode selecting section (104) for in- 
putting the prediction error amounts from the forward 
predicting motion vector/prediction error amount detect- 
ing section (101) and the backward-predicting motion 
vector/prediction error amount detecting section (102), 
making a comparative calculation of the input prediction 
error amounts, and selecting one of a forward prediction 
mode, a backward-prediction mode and a bidirectional 
prediction mode. 
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